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20 Years
at

Leander High School
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You don’t
have to be
“good at 

computers.”
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driver’s ed

auto shop
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There are a thousand 
things you won’t know. 

It’s okay.

Nobody knows 
everything.
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“I guess
I’m one of today’s 

lucky 10,000!”
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Nothing is obvious.
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Nothing is obvious.

confusion + exposure
⇓

“obvious”
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confusion
+

(exposure ⨉ aptitude)
⇓

“obvious”
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Code is used to solve 
problems.

And not just
“computer” problems.
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Boys

36



Bob Alice
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1. When Bob learns 
something about 
Alice, but not from 
Alice, then Bob might 
seem creepy.
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2. When Bob wants to 
tell Alice something 

without talking to her, 
it probably feels 

creepy.
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Relationships grow

by talking.

In person, if possible.
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3. Even if Bob knows 
everything about Alice, 
it does not mean that 
Bob knows Alice.

And it usually doesn’t 
make Alice want to 
know things about Bob.

And it doesn’t feel 
good.
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0
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4. If Alice “likes” Bob, 
then she might be 

flattered when he says 
or does nice things.
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4. If Alice “likes” Bob, 
then she might be 

flattered when he says 
or does nice things.

If not, she will probably 
be creeped out even if 

he says or does the 
same things.
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5. If Alice isn’t interested 
in Bob, then nothing Bob 
can say or do is going to 

change her mind 
(probably).

Alice may only change 
her mind by watching 

Bob interact with others 
for a long time.
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If she’s not interested,
leave her alone.
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People might think 
you’re creepy if:

• You follow people around

• You call someone (or email or text or IM) and you 
haven’t asked them first

• You wait for people to show up where you know 
they’re going to be

• You touch people and they rarely touch you back

• You are always the initiator or the one doing the 
‘seeking behavior’

• You’re always trying to buy/do nice things for 
someone you’re not dating

• You leave anonymous notes
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You can tell they’re 
probably not interested 

if:
• They don’t look at you when you’re talking

• They never seek you out in a group

• They never ask questions when you’re talking

• They have closed body language
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On 
Relationships
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  0. unknown 
1. strangers 
2. acquaintances 
3. friends 
4. dating 
5. boyfriend/girlfriend
6. engaged 
7. married

Stages of typical relationships:
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“Creepy” is when you

want something
from another person 

and
you pursue or express it

in a strange way.
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On Popularity

20



Social norms 
are usually:

• arbitrary
• temporary
• subtle
• non-verbal
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(drink me)
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Popularity is a stupid,
shallow game.
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In 1995,
 I discovered that people 
sometimes tell me things 

they don’t mean.
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  7% words used

38% tone of voice

55% nonverbal
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Only a fraction of 
communication is 
based on words.

Most is non-verbal.
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…

from Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight13



from William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
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Graham Mitchell
“former” weirdo

10



9



8



deaf ?
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Most people value
 feelings over truth.
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When you’re accustomed 

to rejection, kindness 

feels like attraction.
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It’s okay to 
be direct.
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It’s okay to 
be direct.

Kind, but 
direct.
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Summary
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1. Get as much practice 
as you can.

2. “One of today’s lucky 
10,000”

3. Be direct but kind.
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http://dontbecreepy.com/
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